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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 


THE  TOWN  HALL, 
WESTON-SUPER-MARE. 


To  the  N&yor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


PR.  MY  OR,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  Borough  and  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  in  1959. 

The  statistical  section  again  shows  satisfactory  figures  and  it  could 
be .  deduced  from  the  standardised  mortality  ratios  for  different  causes  of  death 
which  I  have  given,  that  we  live  in  a  fairly  healthy  place.  This  is  probably 
not  a  surprise  to  most  of  us,  and  does  not  really  require  substantiation  by  a 
low  mortality,  but  at  least  there  are  some  figures  to  prove  iti 

This  leads  on  almost  naturally  to  the  biggest  welfare  problem  we  have 
in  Weston-super-jyfere,  namely  the  care  of  the  elderly.  With  so  many  organisations, 
both  statutory  and  voluntary,  concerned  in  various  aspects  of  the  welfare  of  old 
people,  unless  there  is  complete  understanding  and  cooperation  between  them,  the 
full  benefit . of  these  services  cannot  bo  attained.  The  Old  People*s  Welfare 
Committee  which  was  founded  a  few  years  ago,  is  trying  to  get  this  cooperation, 
and  has  had  some  success  in  doing  so. 

Closely  connected  with  the  welfare  of  old  people  is  the  provision  of 
sufficient  hospital  beds  to  deal  with  the  aged  sick  who  require  admission  to 
hospital.  The  difficulties  met  here  are  also  reflected  in  the  wards  for  general 
medicine  and  surgery.  Beds  are  often  blocked  by  elderly  patients  who  cannot  be 
sent  back  to  their  own  home,  who  cannot  obtain  a  bed  in  the  geriatric  wards,  or 
who  cannot  be  admitted  to  County  Council  Homes.  More  hospital  beds  are  required 
for  general  medicine  and  surgery  as  well  as  the  aged  sick,  but  adequate  provision 
of  beds  for  the  old  would  go  some  way  towards  easing  the  position  in  the  general 
wards.  In  the  past  year  or  two,  you  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  the 
provision  of  more  hospital  facilities  in  the  area,  and  it  has  been  suggested 
that  this  is  none  of  your  business.  In  my  view  you  should  be  concerned  with 
everything  affecting  the  health  of  the  community,  and  this  includes  not  only 
the  provision  of  essential  environmental  services  for  which  you  are  directly 
responsible,  but  also  the  medical  care  and  welfare  of  the  people  in  the  area, 
for  which  other  authorities  arc  responsible.  No  opportunity  should  be  lost  in 
expressing  your  reasoned  opinions  on  the  adequacy  or  inadequacy  of  these  services, 
and  give  constructive  suggestions  as  to  how  the y  could  be  improved. 

Regarding  the  environmental  services,  work  on  the  now  main  drainage 
scheme  for  the  town  steadily  progresses,  and  when  completed,  will  not  only  relieve 
the  difficulties  we  have  had  in  drainage  for  many  years  past,  but  will  open  up 
further  areas  of  the  town  for  development.  Mr,  Lawrence,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  has  described  in  his  section  of  this  report,  the  routine  work  done  in 
his  department,  and  I  would  like  to  thank  him  for  the  very  efficient,  yet 
unobtrusive  way  in  which  he  and  his  inspectors  have  carried  out  their  duties 
during  the  year. 

I  also  thank  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
and  of  other  Committees  with  which  the  Health  Department  is  associated,  and  the 
Officers  and  staff  of  other  Departments  for  their  assistance  and  cooperation. 

I  am,  Mr.  Mayor ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

david  McGowan, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (including  foreshore)  ...  ...  ... 

Population  -  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for 


7,006  acres 


raid-1959  . 

•  •  l  ♦ 

..  41,150 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 

THE  YEAR  1959. 

Live  Birthp 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

293 

283 

576 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

17 

15 

32 

310 

298 

608 

Live  Birth  Rate  (ner  1.000  populate'™)  = 

H.3 

Corrected  Birth  Rate  (Comparability  Faotor  -i.nl 

=  16.7 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  ner  cent  of  total  live  births  - 

5.  % 

Stillbirths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ... 

6 

6 

12 

Illegitimate  . 

- 

1 

1 

6 

7 

13 

Stillbirth  Rate  (oer  1.000  live  and  stillbirths 

=  20.9 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  ...  6?l 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  under  1  year) 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

4 

4 

8 

Illegitimate  ...  ... 

- 

4 

T" 

8 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  =  13.2 

Legitimate  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  =  13.9 

Illegitimate.  Infant  Deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  =  Nil. 

Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under  4  weeks 
per  1,000  total  live  births) 


Early  Neonatal  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths  under 
1  week  per  1,000  total  live  births) 


=  8.2 
=  8.2 


Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (Stillbirths  and  Deaths 
under  1  week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still 
births)  =29,0 

Maternal  Deaths  =  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  stillbirths)  =  Nil 
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Deaths 


Male 


Female 


Total 


317  345  662 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  =  16.1 
Corrected  Death  Rate  (Comparability  Factor  0.72)  =  11.6 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  Registrar-General  gives  the  corrected  number  of  live  births  in 
the  town  as  6o6  (310  boys  and  296  girls),  this  being  46  more  than  in 
1956.  Of  these  births,  32  were  illegitimate  (17  boys  and  15  girls). 
This  is  5.3  per  cent  of  the  total  live  births,  as  compared  with  2,0 
per  cent  in  1956. 

The  crude  birth  rate  for  1959  was  14.6,  and  when  the  comparability 
factor  (1.13)  is  applied,  the  corrected  birth  rate  was  16.7  per  1,000 
of  the  total  population,  compared  with  15.5  in  1956,  The  birth  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  in  1959  was  16,5. 


BIRTH  RATES 


Year 

1950;  1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1956 

1959! 

1 

England  and  Wales 

15.6 

15.5 

15.3 

15.5 

15.2 

15.0 

15.7 

16.1 

16,4 

16.5 

We st on- super -Mire 

13.0 

13.1 

11.5 

13.4 

13.0 

14.5 

13.3 

14.0 

15.5 

16,7 1 

Percentage  of 
Illegitimate 

Births  to  Total 
Births  in 
Weston-super-Mare 

5.7 

4.6 

6, 0 

5.2 

5.4 

2.3 

5.3 

2.0 

i 

j 

i 

! 

| 

5-3 ! 

| 

STILLBIRTHS 

The  registered  number  of  stillbirths  in  1959  was  13  (6  males  and 
7  females),  of  which  one  was  illegitimate,  thus  giving  a  stillbirth 
rate  of  20.9  per  1,000  total  births. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Eight  deaths  occurred  in  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  in 
1959,  compared  with  twelve  in  1956.  These  eight  deaths  give  an  Infant 
Mortality  Rate  of  13.2  per  1,000  live  births,  the  Rate  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a  whole  being  22.0.  Five  of  the  eight  deaths  occurred  during 
the  first  week  after  birth.  The  Perinatal  Mortality  (Deaths  of  Infants 
during  the  first  week  after  birth  plus  stillbirths)  was  29.0  per  1,000 
live  and  stillbirths.  These  perinatal  deaths  form  the  hard  core  of 
infant  life  wastage  and  although  there  have  been  dramatic  reductions  in 
the  deaths  of  infants  between  one  and  twelve  months,  the  Perinatal 
Mortality  has  only  been  slightly  reduced. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

There  were  no  deaths  due  to  maternal  causes  in  1959* 


DEATHS 


„  ffrr5c'fci0"  far  transferable  deaths  the  total  assigned  to  the 

on  n  1 strar-Oenerai  was  662  (317  males  and  345  Smales)! 

i  nL13.20  le3s  than  “  *958  011  d  gives  a  crude  death  rate  of  16,1  per 
1/000  of  population.  When  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribution  to 
1J.cfmParable  with  other  districts,  the  local  death  rate  vas 
ll.o  which  is  exactly  the  same  as  far  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 


DEATH  RATES 


! 

1 

Year 

< 

1950 | 1951 

: 

t 

■1952 

i 

*1953 

1 

:  1954 

i 

;i9  55 

1 

(1956 

1957 

f 

1958 

I 

11959  j 

i 

|  England  and  Wales 

* 

11.6 

i 

12.5 

11.3 

11.4 

11.3 

11.7 

11.7 

11.5 

11.7 

"  ■  -1 

11.6  ! 

1 

j 

j  Adjusted  D.R, 
j Weston-super-Mare 

11.4 

' 

| 

12.i; 

j 

11.2 

9.8 

1 

t 

10.0;  10.6 

11.4 1 

i 

10.7 

12.0 

1 

j 

11.6 

SEX  AND  AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  DEATHS,  1959 


Ages  at  Death 

in  years  Males 


Females 


Difference  from 
Total  1958  figures 


Under  1 
1  - 
5  - 

15  - 
25  - 
45  - 
65-69 

Total  under 
70  years 

70  - 
75  - 
80  — 

85  - 
90  - 
95  - 
100  - 


Total  over 
70  years 


TOTALS 


4 

4 

8 

-4 

2 

- 

2 

+1 

mm 

— 

- 

-2 

- 

1 

1 

-4 

12 

9 

21 

+10 

69 

48 

117 

+6 

41 

38 

79 

0 

128 

100 

228 

+7 

55 

52 

107 

+2 

61 

68 

129 

-6 

40 

53 

93 

-19 

28 

55 

83 

+18 

4 

16 

20 

-14 

1 

1 

2 

-8 

*"• 

0 

189 

245 

434 

-27 

317 

345 

662 

-20 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1959 


Causes  of  Death 

i 

i  j 

Males 

i 

Females 

Totals  ! 

|  : 

1  1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

2 

j 

5 

i  2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

1 

- 

1 

|  3*  Syphilitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

I  4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

i  5.  Whooping  Cough 

i 

mm 

i  6#  Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

- 

1  7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

|  8.  Measles 

— 

- 

- 

i  9*  Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

2  I 

! 10.  Malignant  ne opla  sm, 

i 

stomach 

8 

5 

13 

1 11*  Malignant  neoplasm, 

: 

1 

lung,  bronchus 

13 

4 

17 

! 12.  M&lignant  neoplasm. 

I 

breast 

- 

9 

9 

| 13*  Nklignant  neoplasm, 

j 

; 

uterus 

- 

2 

2 

1 14.  Other  malignant  and 

j 

lymphatic  neoplasms 

30 

25 

55 

! 15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

1 

4 

!l6.  Diabetes 

3 

4 

7 

1 17.  Vascular  lesions  of 

nervous  system 

36 

68 

104 

jl8.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

73 

60 

133  | 

| 19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

1  disease 

5 

16 

21  i 

| 20.  Other  heart  disease 

42 

64 

106 

| 21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

16 

14 

30 

I  22.  Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

| 23.  Pneumonia 

11 

13 

24 

| 24.  Bronchitis 

17 

6 

23  | 

j  25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

6 

- 

6  | 

! 26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

i 

1  duodenum 

4 

2 

6 

i27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  and 

! 

, 

1  diarrhoea 

1 

1 

2 

| 28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

1 

5 

j 29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

8 

mm 

8 

!  30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth. 

i 

| 

|  abortion 

- 

f 

131.  Congenital  malformations 

2 

2 

4 

132,  Other  defined  and  ill- 

i 

defined  diseases 

18 

31 

49 

133*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

pm 

2 

i 34*  All  other  accidents 

4 

6 

10  1 

1 35.  Suicide 

3 

4 

7 

{36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

: 

i 

war 

f 

[All  Causes  -  Total 

317 

: 

i 

345 

r 

662 

• 

> 

: Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year 

j 

1 

i 

j  Legitimate 

!  4 

4 

8 

1  Illegitimate 

t 

- 

- 

Total 

t 

1  4 

4 

: 

8 

| 
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STANDARDISED  MORTALITY  RATIOS 


In  previous  reports,  I  have  pointed  out  the  fallacies  in  comparing 
gross  death  rates  in  different  areas  of  the  country,  as  the  age  and  sex 
distribution  of  the  population  varies  so  much.  Standardised  Mortality 
Ratios  based  on. specific  age  and  sex  death  rates  are  of  more  value  for 
comparison.  Briefly,  the  Standardised  Mortality  Ratio  (S,M.R.)  shows 
the  number  of  deaths  registered  in  a  particular  period  as  a  percentage 
of  those  which  would  have  been  expected  to  occur  in  the  same  period  if 
the  national  mortality  rates  for  each  sex  and  age-group  were  applied  to 
the  sex/age  distribution  of  the  local  population.  For  example,  if  8 
deaths  actually  occur,  and  by  applying  the  national  mortality  rates  for 
each  sex  and  age-group,  it  is  found  that  10  deaths  should  be  expected, 
then  the  S.M.R.  =  /l0  x  100  =  SO,  In  this  way,  one  area  can  be 
compared  with  another  on  equal  terms. 

The  Registrar-General  in  his  Report  on  Area  Mortality,  has  given 
tlie  S.M.R. »s  for  all.  causes  of  death  and  for  certain  selected  oauses 
for  the  standard  regions,  Counties  and  County  Boroughs  of  England  and 
Wales  for  the  years  1950  -  1953.  I  have  worked  out  similar  figures  for 
chiE  area  of  Somerset  (Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare,  Axbridge  Rural 
District  and  Burnham-on-Sea  Urban  District  oombined).  For  some  causes, 
lu  o  °f  deaths  Solved  are  comparatively  small  and  therefore 

the  S.M.R,. s  are  liable  to  considerable  error  due  to  chance  fluctuations, 
iests  of  significance  have  therefore  been  applied  and  the  following 
summarises  the  main  differences  between  mortality  in  this  area  and  that 

of  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (S.M.R.  for  England  and  Wales  is  100  in 
each  case). 


S.M.R.  significantly  lower  than  National  S.M.R. 


Males  S.M.R. 

■ — — - 

Females  S.M.R.  | 

! All  causes  92 

;  Vascular  lesions  of  C.N.S.  78 

|  Pneumonia  68 

:  Bronchitis  59 

i 

..  . 

All  causes  92 
Cancer  -  Stomach  67 
Pneumonia  51 
Bronchitis  6l 
Diabetes  62 

For  all  causes,  mortality  in  this  area  is  significantly  lower  than 
for  the  whole  of  the  country,  both  for  males  and  females.  Males  have  a 
significantly  lower  mortality  for  vascular  lesions  of  the  central  nervous 
system  (e.g.  "strokes",  haemorrhage  into  the  brain,  etc.),  while  women 
show  a  significantly  lower  mortality  for  cancer  of  the  stomach  and 
diabetes.  .For  both  sexes,  as  might  be  expected,  deaths  from  pneumonia 
and  bronchitis  are  considerably  lower  than  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

For  a  number  of  other  causes  of  death,  the  rates  for  this  area  were 
lower  than  for  the  rest  of  the  country,  but  the  numbers  of  deaths 
involved  were  too  snail  to  make  any  definite  conclusions  from  them. 

In  no  case  is  the  mortality  for  any  individual  cause  significantly 
higher  than  the  national  rate. 
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INFANT  DEATHS  1959 


INQUESTS 


Causes  of  Deaths  ifeles 

Natural  Causes  .  3 

Occupational  Causes:  - 

Pneumoconiosis .  2 

Accidents,  directly  or  indirectly: - 
Falls  in  home 
Burns  ... 

Road  Accidents 
Aircraft  Crash 

Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation  of  vomit 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 
*  »  * 


•  •  • 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 

•  •  • 


%  •  o 
t  •  • 
I  •  • 
•  •  • 


Suicide:- 

Coal  Gas  Poisoning  ...  ... 

Browning  . 

Hanging 


•  «  • 

•  •  1 

♦  •  • 


2 

1 

1 


1 

1 


Carbon  monoxide  poisoning  -  open  verdict  1 

Struck  by  Railway  Engine  -  open  verdict  1 

Anaemia  and  heart  failure  due  to 
malnutrition  and  self -neglect 


Females 

1 


3 

2 


4 

1 


Totals 

4 


3 

2 

2 

1 

1 


5 

1 

1 

2 

1 


TOTAL 


13 


13 


26 


POPULATION 

REGISTRAR-GENERAL'S  ESTIMATE  OF  POPULATION  IN 


UE STON-SUPER-MARE  1939  -  1959 


(1931 

Census 

31,706) 

1949 

•  •  • 

39,830 

1939 

•  •  « 

35,280 

1950 

•  •  • 

40, 210 

1940 

•  •• 

41,810 

1951 

•  •  • 

39,660  (Census  -  40,396) 

1941 

«  •  * 

44,500 

1952 

«  «  « 

39,540 

1942 

*  •  • 

41, 250 

1953 

•  •  • 

39,650 

1943 

l  •  « 

38,100 

1954 

•  •  • 

39,990 

1944 

*  •  • 

37,930 

1955 

•  •  • 

40,330 

1945 

•  »  • 

37,470 

1956 

c  •  • 

40,300 

1946 

•  #  • 

38,890 

1957 

♦  •  • 

40, 600 

1947 

•  •  • 

39,590 

195S 

•  •  ♦ 

40, 800 

1948 

•  •  • 

39,710 

1959 

•  •  • 

41,150 

GENERAL 


HEALTH  SERVICES 


I.  HOSPITALS 

Since  last  yearJs  Report  was  -written,  adaptations  at  the  General 
Hospital  have  provided  the  new  Obstetric  Unit  of  eight  beds  and  a 
Consultant  Obstetrician  has  been  appointed  for  the  Hospital  Group* 
Unfortunately  this  new  Unit  has  been  added  at  the  expense  of  some 
beds  reserved  for  other  specialties.  In  addition,  an  out-patient 
paediatric  clinic  has  been  started. 

At  the  Royal  Hospital,  a  number  of  additional  beds  have  been 
provided  for  general  medical  cases,  and  these  together  with  some  small 
increases  at  Ilex  Lodge  and  Drove  Road  Hospitals  have  resulted  in  the 
number  of  beds  available  in  the  hospitals  in  the  Group  rising  from 
300  to  319. 

It  has  been  accepted  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  that  a  new 
hospital  is  necessary  for  the  area,  and  in  the  end  this  is  the  most 
economic  way  to  provide  adequate  hospital  facilities.  The  present 
hospital  system  is  so  divided  and  split  up  among  various  small 
hospitals  that  it  is  bound  to  be  uneconomic  both  financially  and  in 
the  use  of  available  man  and  woman  power.  The  controversial  point 
at  issue  now  is  the  site  of  the  new  hospital.  The  Regional  Hospital 
Board  would  like  to  build  the  new  hospital  on  a  site  at  the  Uphill 
end  of  the  town.  This  site,  however,  was  designated  some  years  ago 
as  a  "green-belt”  area.  Another  site  at  the  Worle  end  of  the  town 
was  suggested  by  the  Eorough  Council,  but  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
had  objections  to  this.  The  whole  matter  is  under  discussion  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  but  the  essential  fact  to  be  kept  in  mind  is 
that  as  a  new  hospital  is  urgently  required,  the  question  of  the 
actual  site  should  be  settled  as  quickly  as  possible.  If  the  Regional 
Hospital  Board  think  that  the  only  possible  site  is  at  Uphill,  then 
they  should  apply  as  quickly  as  possible  for  the  Planning  Authority 
and  the  appropriate  Minister  to  rescind  the  decision  about  the  site 
being  in  a  "green-belt"  area. 


MATERNITY  SERVICES 

I  have  already  mentioned  the  opening  of  the  new  Obstetric  Unit 
at  the  General  Hospital.  This  unit  is  essentially  for  the  abnormal 
obstetric  case  which  previously  was  admitted  to  Southmead  Hospital 
in  Bristol.  I  have  also  discussed,  particularly  in  last  year  *  s 
Report,  perinatal  mortality  -  the  wastage  of  infant  life  before 
birth  and  in  the  immediate  period  after  birth.  This,  among  other 
things,  is  an  indicator  of  the  standard  of  medical  care  which  the 
expectant  mother  receives,  and  closely  connected  with  this  is  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  hospital  facilities  for  the  mother  and  baby. 

In  Weston-super-Mare  a  high  proportion  of  births  take  place  in 
hospital.  Tho  table  below  shows  that  during  the  three  years  1957  - 
1959,  only  17.7$  of  births  were  at  home. 


BIRTHS  -  WESTON-SUPER-MARE ,  1957  -  1959 


Place  of  Birth 

1957 

1953 

1959 

Total 

— ' - 1 

Percentage  | 

1  r  ~  - 4 

I  Ashcombe  House 

330 

320 

370 

1020 

| 

61.3 

|  Other  Somerset  Hospitals 

36 

32 

20 

38 

5.3  1 

i  Southmead  Hospital,  Bristol 

43 

77 

75 

195 

11.7 

1  Other  Bristol  Hospitals 

10 

12 

9 

31 

1.9 

j  Other  Hospitals  outside 

Somerset  and  Bristol 

5 

12 

2 

19 

u.  i 

1  Private  Nursing  Homes 

4 

7 

5 

16 

1.0 

j  Home 

35 

97 

113 

295 

17.7 

| 

Total 

513 

557 

594 

1664 

1 

100.0 

t 

j 

: 
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II.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


The  following  services  in  the  Borough  sire  administered  by  the 
Somerset  County  Council. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


Bournville  Public  Hall 

• .  •  Monday 

(weekly)  2.30  to  4*30  p.m. 

3  Neva  Road  . 

...  Tuesday 

(weekly)  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Baytree  Road  ...  ... 

...  Wednesday 

(weekly)  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

Moorland  Road  ... 

...  Thursday 

(1st  &  3rd 

in  the 

month)  2.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINIC  ATTENDANCES,  1959 


* 

r 

Bournville 

: 

i 

i 

Neva  Road 

Baytree 

Road 

:  Moorland 
Road 

f  T 

1  j 

Total 

\ 

:  Total  attendance 
;  of  children  in  1959 

i 

2,623 

3,175 

3,329 

1,165 

» 

i 

1 

10,292  j 

No.  of  individual 
children  who 
attended  In  1959 

372 

: 

431 

455 

184 

i 

t 

1,442  j 

No.  of  individual 
mothers  who 
attended  in  1959 

j 

327 

392 

CO 

3 

163 

1,300  I 

i 

HEALTH  VISITING  SERVICE 


There  are 
summary  of  the 


five  Health  Visitors  in  the  town,  and  the  following  is  a 
Home  Visiting  work  in  1959. 


Visits  to  Ante-Natal  cases  ... 
Visits  to  infants  under  1  year 
Visits  to  children  1  to  5  years 
Visits  to  school  children  ... 
Visits  ro  infectious  diseases 

Visits  to  old  people  . . 

Other  visits  . 


•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

l  •  I  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  ft  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  M 

•  •  •  •  •  # 


201 

4,247 

7,053 

1,P49 

124 

312 

137 


13,12 3 


DISTRICT  NURSING  SERVICE 

In  1959,  the  Home  Nursing  Service  dealt  with  589  individual  cases 
in  the  town.  Most  of  the  work  done  by  the  District  Nurses  was  in  the 
care  of  old  people  as  is  shown  in  the  table  below. 


Home  Nursing:  Service 

1959  -  Age  Grouo s 

of  Patients  attended 

Age  Grouo 

Number 

Percentage 

0-4 

3 

0,5 

5-14 

6 

1.0 

15-24 

8 

1.4 

25-44 

43 

7.3 

45  -  64 

113 

19.2 

65  and  over 

416 

70.6 

589 

100.0 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


The  work  of  the  District  Nurses  is  ably  backed  by  the  Home  Help 
Service,  which  provides  domestic  help  in  cases  of  sickness  and  for 
old  people* 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

The  North-West  Somerset  Divisional  Executive  Area  covers 
Weston-super-Mare  and  Axhridge  Rural  District#  There  are  almost 
10,000  school-children  in  the  area  in  schools  administered  by  the 
Education  Authority,  more  than  6,000  of  whom  attend  schools  in 
Weston-super-Mare.  As  the  School  Medical  Staff  were  very  busy  during 
the  first  part  of  the  year  with  the  poliomyelitis  immunisation 
programme,  the  number  of  medical  inspections  carried  out  at  school 
was  lower  than  in  1958.  1893  children  had  a  routine  medical 

inspection  in  school  and  in  addition  there  were  490  special 
examinations  and  1031  re-examinations.  Of  the  1893  children  who 
had  the  routine  medical  inspection,  121  were  found  to  require 
treatment  for  some  defect  (apart  from  dental  defect). 

The  Health  Centre  at  3  Neva  Road  houses  an  Infant  Welfare  Clinic, 
Minor  Ailments  Clinic,  Speech  Clinic,  Eye  Clinic,  Ante-Natal  Clinic, 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  and  the  Family  Planning  Clinic,  in  addition  to 
being  the  offices  of  the  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Mental  Health 
Officer. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  County  Council  provides  an  Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service 
through  the  Agency  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  St.  John 
Ambulance  Brigade*  The  group  headquarters  for  the  area  is  at 
41  and  43  Oxford  Street,  Weston-super-Mare • 


III.  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 


WELFARE  OF  OLD  PEOPLE 

In  successive  Reports,  I  have  emphasised  that  the  most  important 
'’welfare111  problem  in  the  District  is  that  concerning  the  aged.  Most 
old  people  are  able  to  look  after  themselves  without  outside  help, 
but  there  comes  a  time  when  many  need  help  in  some  form  or  another. 

If  they  become  ill,  they  may  need  help  in  the  home  to  tide  them  over 
their  illness  or  may  require  admission  to  hospital  when  they  can  no 
longer  be  cared  for  at  home.  The  shortage  of  hospital  beds  for  the 
elderly  sick  is  one  of  the  things,  which  we,  despite  our  claim  to  a 
high  standard  of  living  and  civilisation,  cannot  be  proud  of.  All 
who  are  concerned  with  old  people,  from  the  relatives  to  the  family 
doctor,  realise  the  deficiencies  of  the  existing  hospital  service, 
but  until  now  we  have  been  told  that  the  necessary  money  has  not  been 
available.  Recently,  however,  the  Government  have  announced  a  new 
hospital  building  programme  and  that  from  year  to  year  the  amount  of 
money  to  be  spent  on  this  will  rise.  I  am  certain  that  in  areas  such 
as  this,  the  building  of  geriatric  hospitals  will  go  a  long  way  to 
solving  the  problem  of  the  shortage  of  beds  for  all  types  of  general 
surgical  and  medical  cases. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  the  aged  sick  should  be  nursed  at 
home.  Undoubtedly  this  would  save  the  cost  of  expensive  hospital 
wards,  but  it  is  becoming  more  obvious  that  there  is  not  enough 
man-power  -  or  rather,  woman-power  in  the  country  to  cope  with  the 
task.  Some  of  the  Local  Authority  domestic  services,  e.g.  in  this 
area,  the  Home  Help  Service,  cannot  get  enough  suitable  women  to  be 
Home  Helps.  This  is  especially  so  in  the  summer  months  when  the 
Home  Help  Service  has  to  compete  with  the  hotel  and  catering  trades. 
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Similarly,  throughout  the  country  the  nursing  profession  has  to  compete 
with  many  other  attractive  occupations  for  the  available  woman-power. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  not  every  girl  who  leaves  school  has 
the  temperament  to  be  a  good  nurse.  To  give  satisfactory  care  to  the 
aged  sick  in  their  own  homes  would  probably  require  many  more  women 
than  arc  available  so  what  is  it  to  be  -  economise  in  building  hospitals 
and  spend  more  woman-power  or  the  reverse? 

Just  as  the  Regional  Hospital  Boards  are  responsible  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  old  person  who  needs  admission  to  hospital,  so  the  County 
Council  as  a  Welfare  Authority,  is  responsible  for  the  provision  of 
"Hornes"  for  old  people  who,  although  not  sick  or  severely  disabled, 
find  that  they  cannot  look  after  themselves  in  their  own  homes.  The 
demand  for  places  in  these  homes  cannot  be  satisfied,  and  like  the 
hospitals  for  the  aged  sick,  a  position  of  stalemate  often  arises  when 
very  few  admissions  and  discharges  take  place  during  the  year.  As  the 
geriatric  hospitals  and  "old  people’s  homes"  are  under  tho  control  of 
two  separate  authorities,  with  separate  administration  and  finance,  it 
is  essential  that  there  should  be  very  close  cooperation  between  the 
two  authorities  in  planning  and  administering  the  services  provided  by 
each. 


.In  last  year 1  s  Report,  I  described  how  the  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  had  started  a  much  needed  laundry  service  for  the  sick  who 
are  being  nursed  at  home.  This  year,  the  Committee  are  investigating 
the  possibilities  of  a  scheme  for  the  employment  of  the  elderly,  l^ny 
old  people,  when  they  retire  from  active  employment,  find  time  hanging 
heavily  on  their  hands,  and  if  they  have  no  hobbies  or  outside  interests, 
sometimes  deteriorate  both  mentally  and  physically.  Employment  of  some 
kind,  to  suit  their  mental  and  physical  powers,  would  be  of  great  benefit 
to  them  and  would  help  to  keep  up  their  interest  in  the  outside  world, 
ihere  are  many  difficulties  to  be  overcome  in  planning  such  a  scheme,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  the  unpleasant  fact  that  a  pension  may  be  reduced 
if  a  pensioner  earns  more  than  a  comparatively  small  amount  each  week. 
Similar  schemes  have  been  tried  with  success,  however,  in  other  parts  of 
the  country,  and  although  the  range  of  employment  in  Weston-super— Ifere 
is  limited,  it  is  hoped  that  it  can  be  done  here  also.  Our  present 
social  custom  of  retirement  at  the  age  of  65  is  unnatural,  khn  was 
meant  to  give  up  working  only  when  he  was  mentally  and  physically 
incapable  of  carrying  on  or  when  he  died. 

The  statutory  services,  e.g,  home  helps,  district  nurses  and  health 
visitors  are  used  to  their  full  extent  in  the  welfare  of  the  elderly  and 
in  addition  many  voluntary  organisations  do  a  great  deal  of  work  in 
organising  old  people’s  clubs,  visiting  services,  "meals  on  wheels",  and 
other  things.  The  "Meals  on  Wheels"  service  run  by  the  W.V.S.,  is  now 
based  on  the  kitchen  of  Clifford  House,  the  block  of  old  people’s  flats 
recently  opened  by  the  Borough  Council,  and  this  service  should  be  one 
of  the  most  valuable  available  to  old  people,  but  as  I  have  pointed  out 
before,  there  is  a  curious  reluctance  on  the  part  of  some  old  people  to 
use  it. 

Finally,  to  summarise  the  present  position  regarding  welfare 
services  for  the  elderly  in  the  town,  many  various  services  are 
available,  there  are  many  deficiencies,  especially  in  the  provision 
of  residential  accommodation,  and  to  make  the  maximum  use  of  the 
existing  services,  a  much  greater  degree  of  cooperation  is  required 
on  the  part  of  all  concerned. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT.  1948  -  Section  LI 

This  section  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  provides  for  the 
removal  to  a  suitable  place  of  persons  who  are  in  need  of  care  and 
attention,  through  age  or  disease,  and  who  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions.  This  step  is  only  taken  in  extreme  cases  and  only  after 
repeated  persuasion  has  failed.  During  the  year,  no  case  was  dealt 
with  in  this  way. 
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FIRST  AID  POST  AND  CENTRE  FOR  LOST  CHILDREN 

The  First  Aid  Post  was  again  staffed  during  the  summer  season  by 
members  of  the  British  Red  Gross  Society  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance 
Brigade,  and  the  Centre  for  Lost  Children  was  in  charge  of  a  Matron 
appointed  by  the  Police, 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  Summer  of  1959  was  the  sunniest  and  driest  for  very  many  years, 
and  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  new  supplementary  water  scheme,  there 
would  have  been  a  very  serious  shortage  of  water  in  the  town  from  June 
until  at  least  the  beginning  of  November.  However,  the  scheme  was 
completed  and  the  new  treatment  works  opened  in  October,  1958,  with  the 
result  that  ample  supplies  of  water  were  available  during  the  whole 
holiday  season  of  1959* 

During  the  year,  67  samples  of  untreated  water  and  135  samples  of 
treated  water  were  examined  bacteriologically.  All  samples  were  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  In  the  town  itself,  various  extensions  to  the 
water  supplies  were  carried  out,  mainly  to  new  private  housing 
development  estates. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Construction  work  on  the  new  Main  Drainage  Scheme  commenced  in 
January  1958  with  work  on  the  Black  Rock  Outfall  Sewer  and  this  part 
of  the  Scheme  was  completed  during  1959  at  a  cost  of  about  £250,000. 

Construction  work  has  started  on  the  Civil  Engineering  Contract 
for  the  Pumping  Station  and  orders  have  been  placed  for  all  the 
machinery  required  within  the  Station.  It  is  expected  that  the 
Pumping  Station  should  be  in  operation  by  the  Spring  or  Summer  of 
1961.  The  total  cost  of  this  Contract  is  expected  to  be  about  £320,000. 

The  contract  for  the  Worle  Trunk  Sewer  between  the  Pumping  Station 
and  Winter  stoke  Road  is  now  under  construction  and  is  scheduled  far 
completion  by  the  Spring  or  Summer  of  19 6l.  The  total  value  of  this 
Contract  is  £305,000. 

Constructional  work  on  the  Town  Trunk  Sewer  extending  the  sewer 
from  the  Worle  Trunk  Sewer  to  the  existing  one  serving  the  town  should 
be  completed  by  the  Autumn  of  19 6l.  This  contract  will  relieve  the 
flooding  in  the  town,  especially  in  the  Baker  Street  area,  which  was 
again  badly  flooded  during  a  storm  in  August,  1959* 


HOUSING 

Whereas  in  1958,  the  Local  Authority  erected  84  houses,  in  1959 
only  13  houses  were  built,  11  of  which  were  for  slum  clearance  and  2 
for  other  purposes*  At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  174  houses  were 
in  course  of  erection.  Private  enterprise  built  181  houses  in  1959 
compared  with  175  in  1958.  In  addition,  19  flats  or  dwellings  were 
gained  from  conversion  of  larger  houses. 

In  recent  years,  apart  from  the  building  of  dwellings  to  replace 
unfit  houses,  the  emphasis  on  Local  Authority  housing  programmes  has 
been  moved  to  the  provision  of  elderly  peoples*  dwellings,  and  the 
Council's  Scheme  for  the  conversion  of  larger  houses  into  flatlets 
for  old  people  with  a  resident  warden  is  imaginative,  and  I  am  sure 
will  be  a  successful  project. 

It  is  disturbing,  however,  to  see  that  the  total  number  of 
apnlicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  ;year  was  1036  compared 
with  782  at  the  end  of  1958.  The  demand  for  Council  houses  is  still 
continuing,  and  I  cannot  yet  see  the  end  of  the  Council's  house- 
hull  "ing  programme. 
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The  number  of  post-war  houses  ereoted  in  the  Borough  from 
1st  April,  1945,  to  31st  December,  1959,  is  as  follows!— 

(a)  Erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  1,864 

(b)  Erected  by  Private  Enterprise  . .  l,46l 

During  I960,  the  Council  intend  to  build  294  new  houses. 

The  number  of  applications  received  In  1959  for  Improvement 
Grants  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1949  -  1954,  was  86.  At  the  end 
of  the  year,  49  of  these  applications  had  been  approved,  39  of 
which  were  in  respect  of  owner/occupiers.  The  average  cost  per 
dwelling  approved  during  the  year  was  £263  and  the  total  amount 
of  grant  payable  by  the  Local  Authority  was  £17,616. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1959. 


i  Total  cases 
notified 

1  j  • 

1  j  ! 

j  Diphtheria  * » «  ... 

ft  ft  ft  4  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

!  Scarlet  Fever  • . . 

•  •1 

ft  ft  ft  ft  •  ft 

ft  ft  9 

•  * •  i  35 

i  Erysipelas  .»•  .». 

•  If 

ft  ft  ft  ft  •  9 

ft  ft  • 

*  *  *  1 

j Puerperal  Pyrexia  * . • 

•  •  • 

ft  9  9  •  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

« •  •  8 

\  Measles  ***  ••• 

4  ft  9 

ft  ft  ft  •  ft  ft 

ft  9  ft 

*  *  *  (  332 

j  Whooping  Cough  . . • 

ft  ft  9 

9  ft  ft  ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft 

•  •  •  i  9 

j  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

♦  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft  ft  *  ft 

ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft  “* 

;  Acute  Encephalitis  * . • 

•  •  ft 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft 

•  •  •  J 

j  Dysentery  .  • «  •  •  • 

4  ft  9 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

•  * .  3 

t 

i  Food  Poisoning  ••• 

ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  •  • 

•  •  •  ! 

!  Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid) ••• 

ft  ft  ft 

9  ft  • 

j  Pneumonia  (all  types) 

4  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

...  i  7 

1  Meningococcal  Infection 

•  9  9 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

...  1  1 

:  1 

|  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft  *** 

1  Smallpox  * . *  *  •  • 

•  ft  ft 

ft  ft  9  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

*  *  •  i  ~ 

1  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

...  !  28 

j  Tuberculosis  (Non-Pulmonary) 

ft  ft  ft  ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

\  i 

:  J 

Like  1958,  1959  was  again  an  epidemic  year  for  measles,  and  332 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year*  The  epidemic  started  during  the 
first  week  of  February,  and  continued  to  the  end  of  August,  a  period 
of  29  weeks.  In  1958,  when  567  cases  were  notified,  the  epidemic  began 
during  the  first  week  of  February  and  was  completed  by  mid— hfe.y,  a  period 
of  only  l6  weeks*  Usually  epidemics  of  measles  have  a  cycle  of  18  -  24 
months,  and  it  is  unusual  having  two  epidemics  so  close  together,  but  it 
may  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  there  were  no  epidemics  in  1956  or 
1957,  the  previous  one  being  during  mid-1955. 

Again,  no  deaths  wore  caused  by  measles,  but  although  it  is, 
comparatively  speaking,  a  mild  disease,  an  epidemic  causes  a  great  deal 
of  misery  to  the  children  affected  as  well  as  considerable  domestic 
upset  and  dislocation  of  the  education  services.  In  this  age  of  mass 
vaccination  against  so  many  more  fatal  diseases,  perhaps  some  money 
might  bo  found  for  research  into  the  production  of  an  effective  vaccine 
against  measles* 

No  other  notifiable  infectious  disease  produced  an  unusual  number 
of  notifications  during  the  year,  but  although  only  three  cases  of 
dysentery  were  officially  notified,  a  number  of  cases  of  Sonne  dysentery 
were  found  in  two  schools  in  the  town  just  before  the  Christmas  holidays. 
A  number  of  children  and  contacts  were  treated,  and  when  the  schools 
reopened  after  the  holidays,  no  further  cases  were  reported* 

For  the  second  year  in  succession,  no  case  of  poliomyelitis  was 
notified  in  the  town. 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


I. 


POLIOMYELITIS  IMMUNISATION 


Supplies  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  were  ample  in  1959,  and  during 

aL°^trAan,lnt0nSiVeo0ff0rt  raS  md°  t0  onco^°  Si  ^ 

If  dlsoaso-  Results  were  good  in  children  under  the  age  of 

satisfactory!0 SP°nSG  Pe°Pl°  aSCd  15  “  26  yoars  was  not  30 

J!le  f0li01fng  ^1°  shows  the  Progress  of  the  campaign  from  the 
time  it  started  in  1957,  until  the  end  of  1959:- 


i 

;  Year 

1 

| 

! 

Children 

Born 

1943  -  59 

Young  Persons 
Born 

1933  -  42 

Expectant 
Mother  s  & 
other 
priority 
groups 

1  Total  given 
2 

injections 

i 

: 

Number  given 
3rd 

(reinforcing): 

injection 

|  1957 

64 

— 

64 

i 

j  1958 

2765 

26 

117 

2908 

i 

52 

1959 

4508 

1837 

268 

6613  ! 

5495 

Total 

7337 

i 

1863 

3  85 

9585 

\ 

5547 

i 

II. 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS  (B.C.G.  VACCINATION) 


•  +  ?  "blie  Council,  as  the  Local  Health  Authority, 

^  scheme  f ot  the  vaccination  of  children  against  tuberculosis. 

CalnG‘b'ti-Guorin)  vaccine  is  used  and  the  offer  is 
extended  to  all  thirteen-year  old  children.  The  children  are  first 

a  3kln  ^st  with  tuberculin  (Heaf  Test)  and  if  the  skin  reaction 
is  negative,  they  are  then  vaccinated.  Children  showing  a  positive 
do  not  require  vaccination,  as  the  positive  reaction  shows 
that  they  have  already  had  some  infection  with  tuberculosis  and 
tnereiore  have  developed  some  immunity. 

290  thirteen-year  old  children  in  Weston-super-Mare  had  the 
preliminary  Heaf  Test  and. of  these  41  were  found  to  be  positive 

t  toci*  ?V  o*  The  remaindjlS  239  negative  reactors  were  vaccinated, 
in  1958,  14.3%  were  positive  reactors. 


HI*  DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

Again  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  1959  and 
since  the  end  of  the  war  only  four  cases  have  occurred  in  the  town, 
,  n?_  as  GinS  i*1  1947.  The  last  death  from  diphtheria  occurred  in 
1942.  During  the  year,  463  children  received  primary  immunisation 
coughSt  dlphthcria*  4-38  children  were  immunised  against  whooping 


-17- 


IV.  VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX* 


251  primary  vaccinations  and  34  re-vaccinations  against  smallpox 
were  carried  out  by  private  general  practitioners  in  the  Borough  during 
1959.  The  following  table,  giving  the  age  distribution  of  persons 
vaccinated  shows  that  only  204  children  under  the  age  of  1  year  received 
primary  vaccination.  (Number  of  live  births  in  1959  =  608) 


Persons  Vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated  in  1959. 


i Age  Groups 

j 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5  - 

14 

15  &  over 

; 

Total 

1 

: 

f 

1 

P  1  R 

i 

1 

P  |  R 

P  1  R 

P 

R 

j 

P  1  R 

r 

i 

P  |  R  j 

|  Weston- 

; 

i 

) 

:  i 

•  s 

)  i 

i  i 

i  i 

|  super- 
j  Mire 

204  |  - 

6  1  - 

j 

1  |  - 

14 

2 

26.  32 

251  j  34  | 

!  : 

j  Somerset 

1  County 

3420  |  - 

, 

185  |  - 

98  j  13 

157 

50 

i 

4 

185  394 

4045  |  457 

P  =  Primary  Vaccination 
R  =  Re -vaccination 
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R  E  P  0  R  T 


0  F 

CHI  EF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IHSPECTOp. 


To  the  feyor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of 
The  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare. 


Mr.  i^feyor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
administration  of  the  Borough  of  Weston-super-Mare  for  the  year  1959* 

Progress  was  maintained  during  the  year  in  securing  the  repair 
of  unfit  houses.  I  believe  the  decline  in  property  begun  with  the 
last  war  has  now  been  largely  arrested  and  that  improvement  will 
continue.  This  position  is  being  assisted  by  the  purchase  of  many 
houses  by  occupants  who  have  carried  out  structural  and  decorative 
improvements*  Perhaps  it  is  too  optimistic  to  hope  that  in  the 
foreseeable  future  a  legally  enforceable  standard  for  all  houses, 
comparable  to  that  at  present  achieved  by  the  aid  of  discretionary 
grants,  will  be  realisod. 

The  district  system  worked  by  the  public  health  inspectors  was 
re— organised  and  the  area  was  divided  into  three  districts  instead 
of  four*  The  establishment  of  the  inspectorate  was  consequently 
reduced  by  one  inspector  and  the  present  staff  were  provided  with 
transport*  This  scheme  has  proved  very  successful  and  improved 
considerably  the  efficiency  of  the  department. 

The  throughput  at  the  Abattoir  was  well  maintained.  The  dry 
summer  seriously  affecting  the  grazing  land  coupled  with  a  glut  of 
sheep,  increased  the  number  of  sheep  normally  killed  at  the  Abattoir 
by  approximately  17,000,  with  a  corresponding  increase  in  revenue, 
a  100J&  meat  inspection  service  was  maintained  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
throughout  the  year. 

We  who  play  a  part  in  the  administration  of  food  hygiene  like 
to  feel  that  our  efforts,  backed  in  more  recent  times  by  wider  and 
perhaps  more  efficient  legal  control,  have  achieved  a  large  measure 
of  success*  However,  a  fair  approval  of  the  situation  reveals  that 
despite  an  improved  public  consciousness,  there  is  still  a  good  deal 
of  ignorance  on  the  practical  aspects  of  food  handling  in  some 
catering  establishments. 

May  I  again  take  this  opportunity  of  recording  my  thanks  to  the 
Chairman  and  Public  Health  Committee  for  the  support  they  have  given 
me  during  the  year,  and  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  co-operation. 


I  am  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

G.P.  LAWRENCE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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HOUSING 


The  repair  of  unfit  houses  continued  to  be  one  of  the  most 
important  duties  in  the  work  of  the  Department*  Routine  house  to 
house  inspection  and  the  constant  receipt  of  housing  complaints 
ensured  that  a  large  number  of  dwellings,  which  had  fallen  into 
disrepair,  were  made  fit  for  habitation.  In  those  cases  where 
landlords  failed  to  carry  out  essential  repairs  the  Local  Authority 
undertook  the  work,  the  cost  being  charged  against  the  property* 

Changed  social  values  have  produced  a  new  standard  of  unfitness 
for  dwellings*  This  standard  involves  not  only  structural  soundness 
but  also  comfort  and  decent  living  conditions.  Surely  the  time  has 
come  when  it  is  reasonable  to  require  legally  that  all  dwellings 
should,  where  practicable,  be  provided  with  a  bath,  hot  water  supply 
and  indoor  sanitation* 


Owner  occupiers  continued  to  take  advantage  of  the  discretionary 
grants  available  for  improving  their  property.  The  grants,  however, 
still  do  not  appear  to  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to  landlords  of 
tenanted  houses.  This  is  unfortunate  as  these  are  the  type  of 
properties  which  with  the  aid  of  grants  could  bo  considerably 
improved. 

Housing  Act.  1957 


Houses  included  in  Clearance  area  for  which 
Orders  are  still  to  be  made  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  houses  demolished  under  Section  42 

(Clearance  Areas)  . . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  or  closed  under 
Section  17  (individual  Unfits)...  ...  «*. 

Number  of  houses  declared  unfit  under  Section  9 
Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  ... 


...  Nil 

...  43 

. . .  Nil 

...  13 

...  10 


Improvement  Grants 


Applications  received 
Applications  approved 


86 

49 


Rent  Act.  1957  -  Certificates  of  Disrepair 


Number  of  applications  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  . .  . *  4 

Housing  Inspections 


Housing  Act,  1957  • . • 

Re-visits  . 


Public  Health 
Re-visits 
Council  House 
Overcrowding 
Vermin  ... 
Miscellaneous 


Act,  1936  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  ft  •  •  • 

applications 

•  •  I  I  M  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  I  •  •  » 

•  •I  •  •  •  •  •  • 


116 

286 

104 

149 

93 

9 

39 

235 


MOVABLE  SELLINGS 

Routine  inspections  of  caravans  and  caravan  sites  were  maintained 
during  the  year*  There  were  12  sites  licensed  by  the  Local  Authority, 
but  it  is  anticipated  that  two  of  the  sites  will  not  be  in  existance 
in  i960.  One  site  being  acquired  for  Town  Development,  the  other 
being  utilised  for  school  building.  A  total  of  125  caravans  will, 
therefore,  be  no  longer  available  for  holiday  accommodation. 

Numerous  improvements  were  carried  out  on  the  sites  as  regards 
sanitary  arrangements  and  a  much  higher  standard  is  now  being 
achieved  by  site  owners.  The  removal  of  69  substandard  caravans 
from  various  sites  and  their  replacement  by  modern  proprietary 
make  caravans  is  an  indication  of  this  improvement. 
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It  is  noticeable  that  in  many  holiday  resorts  in  the  South 
■'test  there  has  been  a  tendency  in  recent  years  for  the  Local 
Authorities  concerned  to  permit  site  owners  to  replace  caravans 
with  chalets*  It  is  claimed  that  by  good  planning  they  can  be 
made  to  blend  more  easily  with  the  natural  surroundings  and  that 
they  are  not  easily  moved  from  place  to  place  on  an  approved  site 
layout*  Site  owners  maintain  that  chalets  do  not  deteriorate  as 
quickly  as  caravans  and  return  on  capital  investment  is  greater. 

Public . Health  Inspectors  and  Planning  Officers,  however, 
fear  that  without  rigid  control  it  is  possible  that  these  chalets 
may  eventually  deteriorate  into  shanty  sites  of  low  grade 
accommodation*  Very  careful  consideration  would  have  to  given 

to  this  problem  before  such  development  is  permitted  within  the 
Borough, 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

The  Sparkhall  Disinfector  was  operated  frequently  during  the 
year  and  again  proved  invaluable  for  the  disinfection  of  all 
bedding  and  clothing. 

The  number  of  rooms  disinfested  during  the  year  was  50* 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Smoke  observations  of  factory  and  hotel  chimneys  in  the 
Borough  were  continued  throughout  the  year.  No  serious  emissions 
of  dark  smoke  were  recorded,  and  no  complaints  of  smoke  nuisances 
were  received* 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

The  effectiveness  of  modern  methods  of  rodent  control  are 
now  well  proved.  Warfarin  the  anti-coagulant  poison  was  used 
extensively  for  this  purpose  with  excellent  results*  Two 
maintenance  treatments  of  the  Town*s  sewers  were  carried  out 
showing  only  light  infestation. 

The  refuse  tip  was  treated  regularly  with  good  results* 
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I 

Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

Totals 

Agricul- j 

I 

Authority; Houses 

(incl. 

of 

ture 

(incl# 

Business 

Cols. 

! 

Council 

Houses 

Premises 

1,2  &  3 

i 

} 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4# 

5. 

i 

j 

!  1.  Number  of  properties  in 

i  Local  Authority’s  District 

• 

34 

15,478 

700 

16,212 

1 

! 

16  | 

j 

j  2,  Number  of  properties 

I  inspected  as  a  result  of 

618 

26 

648 

j  1  r  -  J  11  | 

j 

i 

i 

i 

j  ( a )  Notification 

4 

mm 

< 

!  (b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

*«• 

— 

j 

|  (c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 

i 

visited  primarily  for 

some  other  purpose 

i 

4 

4 

_  j 

i 

|  3#  Total  inspection  carried 
|  out  -  including  re-inspectiong 

i  17 

846 

927 

1 

i 

i 

i 

_  i 

! 

j 

;  4.  Number  of  properties 
j  inspected  (in  Sect# 2)  which 
j  were  found  to  be  infested  by: 

1  (a)  Rats  (Major 

— 

• 

mm 

; 

, 

i 

“  ! 

(Minor 

6 

164 

20 

190 

- 

i 

1  (b)  Mice  (Major 

- 

mm 

j 

(Minor 

2 

454 

5 

461 

. 

i 

> 

i 

} 

|  5#  Number  of  infested 

I  properties  (in  Sect.4) 
j  treated  by  the  Local 
;  Authority 

. 

6 

511 

25 

54 2 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

? 

| 

1 

t 

!  6,  Total  treatments  carried 

-  ■■■■•  • 

■  ■ 

1 

t 

{ 

1  out  -  including  re-treatments 

21 

767 

55 

843 

1 

— 

1 

|  7#  Number  of  notices  served 

I  under  Section  4  of  the  Act: 

! 

1 

i 

1 

;  (a)  Treatment 

I 

. 

- 

\ 

|  (b)  Structural  work 

i 

- 

l 

| 

i 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


1.  INSPECTION  FOR  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Premises  \ 

i 

‘ 

; 

No*  on 
Register 

i 

Inspections 

| 

i 

Written 

Notices 

!  : 

Occupier 
Prosecuted  j 

i 

: 

|  1*  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 

I  Local  Authorities 

:  | 

: 

39 

: 

63 

! 

1 

1 

| 

i 

r 

i  | 

I  2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1,  in  which  Section  7 
j  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
i  Authority 

158 

178 

1 

i 

» 

; 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  i 
'  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
j  Local  Authority  (excluding  j 
j  outworker  s ’  premi se  s ) 

36 

j 

—  j 

| 

1 

j 

j 

l 

Totals 

197 

277 

2  1 

- - -  . 

• 

: 

j 

2.  CASES  in  which  defects  were 

found. 

j 

| 

t 

Number 

of 

cases  in  which 

| 

Number  of 

Particulars 

defects 

were  found 

cases  in 
!  which  pro-. 

j 

i  Found 

;  Remedied 

Referred 

se cut ions  ; 

! 

j 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

were 

* 

; 

i 

} 

Inspector!  Inspector 

instututed 

j  Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

j 

- — j. 

1 

MM  • 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
j  Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

■ 

— 

j  (S.3) 

i  Inadequate  ventilations 

- 

- 

| 

1  (s.4) 

: 

1 

1 

j 

i  Ineffective  drainage  of 

1  floors  (S*6) 

MM 

i 

j  Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 
;  (b)  Unsuitable  or 

| 

i 

- 

j 

j 

defective 

2 

... 

j  (c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 

- 

- 

t 

i 

- 

i 

j  Act  (not  including  offences 
j  relating  to  Outwork) 

1 

i 

2 

2 

i 

1 

} 

i 

| 

; 

| 

Totals 

5 

— 

3 

- 

- — . — j 

i 

i 

1 

i 

—  . . i 

| 

i 

1 

— 
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3.  OUTWORK  -  Sections  110  and  111  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 


j 

Nature  of  Work 

| 

No.  of  outworkers 
in  August  list 
required  by 

Section  110  (1) 

Section  111  j 
Notices 

Served 

j 

Wearing  apparel  (making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and  Washing) 

[ 

4 

1 

i 

| 

mhI 

RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  6  premises  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  2 
of  the  above  Act.  There  are  no  premises  in  the  Borough  to  which 
Section  4  of  the  Act  applies  requiring  licensing. 

3  samples  of  filling  materials  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
submitted  for  analysis.  All  samples  were  satisfactory. 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

The  number  of  premises  licensed  as  Pet  Shops  in  the  Borough  is 
now  4*  Considerable  publicity  was  given  in  the  National  Press  during 
the  year  to  the  requirements  of  this  Act.  It  was  alleged  that  Local 
Authorities  were  not  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  consequently 
many  animals  were  sold  suffering  from  disease,  and  acts  of  cruelty  to 
animals  were  frequently  experienced.  In  this  Borough,  however.  Pet 
Shops  are  regularly  visited  and  appear  to  be  well  conducted.  There 
is  no  evidence  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  are  not  being  complied 
with. 


SHOPS 

358  inspections  were  made  during  the  year  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Shops  Acts,  1934  -  1950,  dealing  with  the  health  and  comfort 
of  shop  workers,  general  closing  hours  and  hours  of  employment. 


MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926 

This  Act  requires  an  indication  of  origin  to  be  given  in  the 
case  of  certain  imported  goods.  Numerous  inspections  of  various 
imported  foods  were  made  for  this  purpose,  but  no  contraventions 
of  the  Act  were  recorded. 


ICE  CREAM 

216  premises  are  registered  for  the  preparation,  storage  and 
sale  of  ice  cream  of  which  4  are  producers. 

130  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year,  and  a 
satisfactory  standard  was  maintained. 
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t 

|  Total 
‘  Samples 

| 

i  1 

• 

I 

Cold  Mix 
|  2  !  3  j  4 

1  1 

[ 

Hoi 
!  2 

Mix 

13  4 

i 

■  January 

i 

12 

i 

5 

3  i  1  - 

!  ’  S 

i 

i 

l 

— — , - 

:  ; 

:  •  1 

!  2 !  -  1 

\  \ 

February 

| 

8 

6 

!  i  i 

1  i  -  !  - 

1 

i 

[  - 

1  -  ! 

«  : 

•  March 

: 

5 

2 

3  !  -  i  - 

:  « 

: 

:  i 

; 

»  5 

-  i  -  1 

!  April 

10 

6 

■  J 

3  j  1  j  - 

- 

; 

i  i 

-  !  i 

1 

May 

12 

10 

- !  2  !  . 

|  ; 

1  i 

•  s  “  1 

!  June 

12 

7 

1  |  3  ■  1 

i  i 

mm 

1  I 

July 

18 

5 

6  |  6  |  l 

j  : 

- 

!  ] 

i  August 

12 

1 

3  |  4  j  4 

1 

-  |  -  i 

» 

: 

September 

12 

3 

2  3  j  4 

— 

l  j 

i  ! 

—  •  “ 

t 

October 

\ 

10 

6 

:  i 

3  !  -  1  - 

1 

!  ! 

~  j  “  | 

1  November 

i 

8 

3 

1  t  4  1  - 

5  ^ 

mm 

- 

!  { 

<  1 

) 

December 

i  | 

ii  ' 

i 

3 

s  ! 

6  !  -  j  - 

;  ! 

? 

i 

2 

j 

t 

|  | 

1 

Totals 

| 

• 

130 

i 

57 

i 

-r  '  r.  |r  ,  r  r  *  ,  n  jU4 

\  i 

32  j  24  1 10 

i 

•m* 

4 

i 

3  {  -  j 

j  j 

;  Percentages 

| 

to 

3 

t 

f  •  : 

24.6:18.4  |  7.7  j 

i  f 

! 

i 

: 

3.0  i 

!  1 

2.31  -  : 

i 

CATERING  ESTABLISHMENTS  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 

Routine  inspection  of  all  food  premises  continued  to  be  one  of 
the  most  important  duties  of  the  Department*  In  all  food  handling, 
the  supply  of  equipment  must  measure  up  to  the  modern  conceptions 
of  the  work*  In  hotels  and  catering  establishments  the  equipment 
has  for  the  most  part  been  provided*  The  structural  condition  of 
these  premises  are  in  the  majority  of  cases  very  good.  It  is  felt, 
however,  that  the  controlling  factor  limiting  the  extent  of 
improvements  in  good  hygiene  practice  is  the  general  disinterest 
of  the  staff  employed.  Too  often  wash-hand  basins  recently 
installed  remain  unused.  Hands,  fingernails  and  overalls  of  the 
persormL  employed  are  too  often  unclean.  It  is  a  frequent 
occurrence  to  find  that  instantaneous  heaters  and  electric  emersion 
heaters  are  not  in  use.  It  is  hoped  that  by  frequent  inspection 
and  helpful  advice  the  standard  of  personal  hygiene  will  be  raised. 

Food  traders  are  beginning  to  realise  that  their  goods  must 
be  attractively  displayed  in  clean  wholesome  premises  where  risk 
of  contamination  is  reduced  to  a  minimum.  The  general  public, 
however,  should  do  more  complaining  where  hygiene  standards  are 
not  high.  Although  most  of  us  like  to  criticise  we  are  too  slow 
in  offering  evidence  of  our  objection.  We  are  not  sufficiently 
discerning  in  our  approach  to  shopping  needs,  at  least  not  to 
the  extent  of  showing  practical  disapproval. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  Area,  (excluding  registered  dairy 
premises  and  ice  cream  premises). 


Bakers  ...  ... 

i  l  • 

•  ft  ft 

16 

Butchers  . . 

«  »  • 

ft  •  ft 

47 

Fishmongers  ... 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

15 

Fishfryers  . . • 

•  •  • 

ft  •  ft 

7 

Grocers  ... 

•  •• 

ft  ft  ft 

90 

Greengrocers  ... 

•  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft 

30 

Restaurants,  Cafes, 

Snack 

Bars, 

etc.  ... 

•  l  • 

ft  ft  ft 

94 

Licensed  Premises 

ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft 

41 

Hotels,  Private  Hotels  and 

Boarding  Houses 

•  ft  ft 

o  ft  ft 

403 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises; 

Abattoir  ...  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

432 

Bakehouse  s  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

34 

Butchers  Shops  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

304 

Catering  Establishments 

ft  ft  ft 

466 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 

ft  ft  ft 

136 

Fishmongers  ... 

ft  •  ft 

ft  ft  • 

107 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

ft  ft  0 

ft  ft  ft 

86 

Greengrocers  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

124 

Grocers  ...  ... 

ft  ft  • 

ft  •  ft 

203 

Ice  Cream  Shops  and 

Premises 

93 

Licensed  Premises 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  •  ft 

80 

Foods  for  Condemnation 

ft  ft  ft 

67 

Miscellaneous  • . . 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

143 

Samples  Taken: 

Bottle  rinses  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

78 

Drinking  Water  ... 

•  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

28 

Food  ...  ...  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  •  ft 

146 

Ice  Cream  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  •  ft 

130 

Milk  ...  ...  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

268 

Rag  Flock  and  Other 

Filling 

Materials  . . . 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

3 

Swimming  Bath  Water 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

100 

Unsound  Food  Condemned  in  the  Town; 


Meat  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

109-2- 

lbs. 

Cheese  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

24 

lbs. 

Sausage  s 

« •  o 

ft  ft  ft 

11 

n 

Fruit  • .  • 

ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft 

33 

it 

Bacon  . . • 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

49i 

11 

Potatoes 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  •  ft 

92 

ti 

Fish  ... 

•  #  • 

ft  ft  ft 

52 

u 

Ground  Almonds 

ft  ft  ft 

7 

11 

Poultry 

#  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

12 

11 

Canned 

Goods: 

Meat  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

201  cans 

Vegetables 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

17 

jars 

Fruit  • . . 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

624 

it 

Pickles  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

1 

jar 

Fish  • • • 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

154 

ti 

Cream  • • • 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

1 

ti 

Vegetables 

ft  •  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

311 

it 

Fruit  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

12 

jars 

Milk  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

53 

it 

Spread  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

2 

11 

Jam  &  Marmalade 

ft  ft  ft 

53 

11 

Mayonnaise 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

11 

tubes 

Soups  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

16 

11 

Frozen  Foods 

Cream  • . • 

ft  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

19 

it 

Meat  ... 

ft  «  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

24 

pkts. 

Poultry 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  • 

2 

ti 

Ice  Cream 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

41 

blocks 

Coffee  • . . 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

9 

11 

Cakes  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

3 

pkts. 

Pickles 

•  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

2 

it 

Vegetables 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

78 

ti 

Biscuits 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

5 

n 

Fish  « •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

78 

11 

Instant  Mix 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

20 

n 

Pastry  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

12 

ti 

Custard  Powder 

ft  ft  ft 

45 

ti 

Fruit  • .  • 

ft  ft  • 

ft  ft  ft 

3 

11 

Pie s  ... 

ft  ft  ft 

•  ft  ft 

13 

n 

Pie s  •  •  • 

ft  ft  ft 

ft  ft  ft 

6. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 


The  number  of  samples  submitted  for  analysis  for  the  year  1959  was  146. 


No.  of  Description  Result  of  No.  of  Description  Result  of 

Sample s  of  samples  Analysis  Samples  of  Samples  Analysis 


1 

14 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

5 

8 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


C.I.  Milks  Genuine  1 

Milk  11  1 

Whiskey  » 

Gin  ii  1 

Rum  si  ]_ 

Braised  Pork  Kidneys  ”  1 

Plum  Pudding  ”  q 

Muscatel  Raisins  11  1 

Famel  Syrup  »  1 

Figs  »  1 

Munchmallow  n  q 

Cornish  Pasty  »  1 

Minched  Chicken  in  l 

Jelly  11  1 

Beef  Sausages  "  1 

Pork  Sausages  "  1 

Fork  Sausages  Adult.  &  1 

Unsatisfactory  1 
Roast  Beef  &  2  Veg. Genuine  1 

Cheese  Spread  Celery  1 

Flavoured  ” 

Instant  Postum  ”  2 

Glucomil  Incorrect  1 

Label  1 

Lemon  Puffs  Genuine  1 

Mincemeat  » 

Coconut  Meringue  ”  1 

Sausage  Rolls  •'  1 

Chop  Sauce  " 

Butter  11  1 

Butter  Adult.  1 

Raspberry  Jam  Genuine  3 

Processed  Peas  '*  1 

Pork  Pie  ”  1 

Coconut  &  Cream  Cake  ”  1 

Blackcurrant  Flav.  l 

Cordial  « 

Potted  Shrimps  ”  1 

Certo  n  1 

Custard  Powder  ”  2 

Pineapple  Chunks  ”  1 

Advocat  11  1 

Cocktail  Cherries  n  1 

Carmelle  ''  1 

Meat  Pudding  ”  1 

Lard  »  1 

Rum  Butter  ”  1 

Fine  Sago  >»  1 

Butter  Scotch  ”  1 

Crab  Meat  »  1 

Salmon  &  Shrimp  Paste  ”  l 

Liver  Pills  ’•  1 

Cream  (tinned)  ''  1 

Mint  Rock  ”  1 

Stuffed  Pork  Roll  »  1 

Mixed  Pickles  11  1 

Butter  Fingers  '* 

Seedless  Raisins  "  1 

Soft  Herring  Roes  ”  1 

Cheese  Straws  •'  q 

Tuna  ii 


Thyme  &  Parsley  Genuine 
Buttered  Sponge 
Syrup  Pudding  »' 

Creamed  Rice  Pudding  ” 

Egg  baked  Far falls  " 

Sardines  " 

Croquettes  » 

Cochineal  n 

Sunny  Spread  «' 

Garlic  Salt  ” 

Olive  Oil  11 

Cornflour  » 

Whole  Rice  »' 

Coffee  11 

Ground  White  Pepper  *’ 

Strawberries  (Tin)  ” 

Saccharin  Tablets  ” 

Corned  Beef  '» 

Bottled  Fruit  Sauce  " 

Vile  Lixlr  Nerve 
Specific  11 

Orange  Squash  '* 

Fig  Roll  Biscuits  ” 

Aspirins  ” 

Smoked  Salmon 
Miyonnaise  ” 

Gra-tabs  ” 

Orange  &  Lemon  Flav. 

Slices  '* 

Raisin  Cordial  ” 

Sandwich  Spread  ” 

Peeled  Shrimps  n 


Indian  Curried  Chicken” 
Condensed  Milk  ” 

Cocktail  Sausages  ” 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  Adult. def. 

of  meat 

Horseradish  Relish  Genuine 


Plain  Flour  ” 
Limeade  •» 
Malt  Vinegar  ” 
Coffee  Essence  ” 
Grapefruit  (Tin)  ” 
Dates  ” 


Raspberry  Table  Jelly  ” 


Golgard  ” 

Prawns  ” 

Cod  Roe  ” 

Le-Ka-Ri  «' 

Chicken  Fillets  Adult. 
Wine  Cocktail  Genuine 


Welsh  Rarebit  Spread  ” 

Chutney  ” 

Celtuce  ” 

Ginger  ” 

Milk  Chocolate  Covered 
Swiss  Roll  " 

Red  Plum  Jam  ” 

Christmas  Pudding  ” 

Honey  '* 
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DAIRIES  AN D  MILK  SHOPS 


There  are  14  premises  registered  as  dairies  and  47  registered 
as  distributors  of  milk  in  the  Borough,  There  were  also  on  the 
register  3  distributors  operating  from  registered  premises  outside 
the  Borough, 

One  pastevrisers  Licence  was  renewed  during  the  year  to  a 
dairy  operating  a  High  Temperature  Short  Time  Pasteurising  Plant, 

215  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  at  the  plant  and 
every  sample  passed  the  prescribed  tests, 

78  bottle  rinse  samples  were  taken  and  the  standard  of 
cleanliness  was  very  good. 

The  following  licences  were  granted:  - 

Dealers  Supplementary  Pasteuriser 

Pasteurised  . .  44  3  1 

Tuberculin  Tested  ,..38  3  - 

Sterilised  . .  3 

268  samples  of  designated  milk  were  examined  and  the  results 
were  as  follows:** 

Designated  Milk  Sampling 


}  De  signation 

Samples  Taken 

Satisfactory 

j 

Unsatisfactory  j 

| 

Tuberculin  Tested 

18 

16 

2 

!  Pasteurised 

247 

: 

247 

! 

**  | 

1 

|  Sterilised 

3 

» 

i  ........ 

1  3 

,  ■  ■■ 

DRINKING  WATER 

26  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  analysis  from  taps 
in  various  parts  of  the  district  were  submitted  with  satisfactory 
results. 


SWIMMING  BATH  WATER 

100  samples  of  swimming  bath  water  from  the  Open  Air  Swimming 
Pool  and  Knightstone  Baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
analysis,  and  were  found  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

The  approximate  number  of  bathers  for  the  year  was  as 
follows: - 


Open  Air  Swimming  Pool  , , •  510, 874 
Knightstone  Baths  ,,,  , 141*152 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  only  offensive  trade  operating  in  the  Borough  is  that  of 
gut  scraping  at  the  Public  Abattoir,  It  has  now  been  operating 
for  several  years  without  complaint. 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER.  1957 

The  number  of  licensed  collectors  in  the  Borough  is  now  21. 
Routine  inspection  of  boiler  plants  continued  throughout  the  year 
with  satisfactory  results. 


SUMMARY  OF  VISITS  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 


Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  . .  7,^43 

Nuisances  of  complaints . 396 

Cesspools . . 101 

Cinemas  and  Public  Buildings  . . 5 

Drainage : 

Inspections . . . . 186 

Tests  . . 12 


Dustbins 


Factories: 

Power . 178 

Non-Power  . 63 

Outworkers . . . 5 

Workplaces . 36 

Infectious  Disease  visits  . . . . .  27 

Visits  re  Food  Poisoning  . . . . . .  27 

Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  . . .  284 

Miscellaneous  visits . . . 509 

Offensive  accumulations . 76 

Public  Conveniences . 106 

Pet  Animals  Act  . . . . . .  7 

Public  and  Private  Refuse  Tips  .  . . . . .  270 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . .  927 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  . . .  1 

Shops  Act  . . . . . . .  358 

Smoke  Abatement  . . . . . . .  42 

Stables  and  Piggeries . . . 129 

Tents,  vans  and  Sheds  . . . . .  236 


WORK  DONE 


Houses  repaired  formally  under  the  Housing  Act  . 
Houses  repaired  informally  under  the  Housing  Act 

Houses  repaired  formally  under  the  P.H.A . 

Houses  repaired  informally  under  the  P.H.A. 


I  •  «  •  • 


Rooms  repaired . . . . . . 

Roofs  repaired  or  stripped  and  retiled  or  reslated  ..... 
Floors  relaid  or  repaired 

Firegrates  renewed  or  repaired . . . 

Doors  repaired  or  new  ones  fixed . . . 

Stairs  renewed  or  repaired  . . . . . 

Windows  renewed  or  repaired  . . 

Ventilations  and/or  lighting  improved  . . . 

Plastering  of  walls  and/or  ceiling  repaired  or  stripped. 
Rain  water  spouting  or  guttering  repaired  or  renewed  • . • 

Walls  pointed  and  repaired  or  rendered  . . 

External  plaster  repaired  or  re-rendered  . 

Chimney  stacks  and  flues  repaired  or  re— built . . 

Yards  etc.  paved,  repaired  or  relaid . . . 

Tenants  required  to  amend  conditions . . 

Refuse  bins  provided  . . 


10 

19 

2 

12 

35 

19 

9 

4 
2 
1 

15 

3 

27 

5 

12 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 
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Drainage; 

Drains  relaid  at  existing  houses  . . . . . .  2 

Drains  cleared  and  cleansed  or  repaired  . . .  14 

Drains  trapped  and  properly  ventilated 


Water  closets  or  urinals  repaired  or  reconstructed  .. 

New  water  closet  flushing  cisterns  fixed  . . , . 

Water  closet  flushing  cisterns  repaired  •••••*•••••,* 

New  lavatory  basins  fixed . . 

Soil  pipes  and  drain  ventilators  repaired . . 

Waste  pipes  fixed,  repaired  or  reconstructed  ........ 

Nuisances  from  overflowing  cesspools  abated  . 

Accumulations  of  rubbish  removed . . .  14 

Infectious  Diseases,  Disinfections,  etc:- 

Rooms  Articles 


Tuberculosis 

•  •  • 

•  II  •  •  « 

8 

28 

Cancer  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  1  • 

6 

1 

Poliomyelitis 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  0  4  9 

— 

✓ 

t-yr 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

•  0  0  0  00 

1 

mm 

Non-notifiable 

infections  ... 

15 

57 

Vermin  . . , 

•  If 

0  0  0  0  0  0 

50 

87 

80  175 


INSPECTION  OF  HEAT 

The  number  of  animals  killed  at  the  Public  Abattoir  was  73,657 
as  compared  with  64,647  in  1958.  The  increase  was  due  to  the 
considerable  number  of  sheep  sent  in  for  slaughter  (result  of  the 
excellent  ucrop!t  of  lambs  in  the  spring,  and  the  exceptionally  dry 
summer). 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  every  animal  was  inspected  as  to 
fitness  for  human  consumption*  Unfortunately  there  is  no  guarantee 
that  meat  brought  into  the  Borough  for  sale  from  other  areas  is  free 
from  disease  as  100$  meat  inspection  is  not  carried  out  by  every 
Local  Authority*  The  hours  during  which  slaughtering  took  place 
were  reasonable,  and  only  on  occasions  was  it  found  necessary  to 
kill  on  Sunday  due  to  unforeseen  circumstances* 

I  regret  that  there  is  still  no  statutory  obligation  on  those 
concerned  with  the  production  of  pet  animal  foods  to  ensure  that 
diseased  meat  collected  from  slaughterhouses  is  rendered  sterile 
before  distribution. 

53  cases  of  Cysticercosis  bovis  were  detected  during  the  year, 
a  decrease  of  6  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
cattle  killed,  however,  was  considerably  lower  and  the  infestation 
rate  was  .6$  as  compared  with  .5$  in  1958* 

The  following  salvage  was  handed  on  to  the  Ministry  of  Food's 
Agent  for  residual  recovery  purposes: - 


Tons. 

Cwts* 

qrs* 

lbs, 

Condemned  Meat  ...  ... 

121 

11 

1 

22 

Non-edible  offals,  etc.*.* 

337 

18 

3 

21 

Total 

459 

10 

1 

15 
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C\£  WPv  1 — I  1 — I  1 — l  1 — I  CV 


Afti^&ls  Killed  at  the  Public  Abattoir 


Pigs 
Sheep 
Calve  s 
Beasts 


21,769; 27,101 .31,969  25,620:18,110  25,351  25, 793:  30,371 
^jiO^OSi  7,532;  4,119!  ^O:  3^716!  ^osi  1,664 
10, 120 1  9,120;  9,120.  8,897  6,996:  9,1001  8,714.  12,077 


Difference  from  the  year  1958 

Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

-  4,041  -  227  +  16,823  -  3,545 

being  an  increase  of  9,010  animals  over  1958, 

■The  income  from  slaughtering  charges,  tolls  and  rentals  was  as 
follows:- 


1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 


1959,  including  rentals  and  tolls  etc,  as 
below:  - 


and 

Cattle 

Market 


Car  Washing  Fees  . . . 

Sale  of  manure  to  Parks  Committee  etc. 


Tolls 


DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 


£. 

s. 

d. 

4,366 

8. 

9. 

4,332 

6. 

6. 

4,592 

16. 

10. 

5,605 

19. 

5. 

6,7a 

17. 

6. 

9,162 

2. 

10. 

8,706 

17. 

10. 

10,5a 

15. 

6. 

10,806 

16, 

7. 

1,199 

2. 

9. 

124 

0. 

0. 

178 

16. 

6. 

317 

0. 

2. 

The  total  weight  of  diseased,  unsound  or  injured  meat  and  organs 
condemned  was:  - 


Tuberculosis  Meats:- 

Beef  and  organs  including 
219  carcases  and 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Tons 

cwts.  qrs. 

lbs 

13  quarters 

58 

13 

0 

19 

Pigs  and  organs  including 

2  carcases 

3 

1 

7 

Veal  and  organs,  including 

3  carcases  and  all  offals 

1 

0 

11 

Non-Tuber culous  Meat 1 - 

58 

17  2 

9 

Beef  and  organs  including 

10  carcases  and 

47  quarters 

43 

8 

1 

7 

Pigs  and  organs,  including 
102  carcases  and 

52  quarters 

10 

7 

2 

21 

Sheep  and  organs  including 
204  carcases  and 

24  quarters 

8 

0 

2 

25 

Calves  and  organs  including 
32  carcases  and 

2  quarters 

7 

0 

16 

62 

3_ 3 

1? 

Total  weight  of  all 

.condemned  meat 

121 

1  1 

22 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


1 

! 

! 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

- - 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

i 

Pigs  j 

Number  killed 

3835 

4201 

1437 

47194 

X 

16990  | 

i  Number  inspected 

3835 

4201 

1437 

47194 

16990  | 

r 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
i  and  Cysticerci 

i  Whole  carcases  condemned 

: 

t 

!  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

1  Percentage  of  the  number 
i  inspected  affected  with 
|  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
|  cysticerci 

32 

48 

32 

204 

102 

1174 

2350 

21 

4153 

2756 

i 

31.4% 

57.0% 

3.6 % 

9.2% 

j 

17.4%  1 

; 

;  , 

Tuber  cul o  si s  only 

j 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

; 

i 

i  Carcases  of  which  some  part 
j  or  organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
!  inspected  affected  with 
|  tuberculosis 

35 

164 

3 

j 

738 

936 

- ' 

mm 

354  1 

; 

20.1% 

; 

26.18%  0.2% 

i 

mm 

■ 

2.09%! 

5 

Cvsticercosis 

Carcase  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

j 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 

I  by  refrigeration 

i 

|  Generalised  and  totally 

1  condemned 

j 

46 

7 

| 

| 

i 

46 

7 

** 

— 

j 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  i 
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1959  -  DISEASED  OR  INJURED  MEAT  CONDEMNED  AT  THE  ABATTOIR 


TOTAL 

Umbilical  Pyaemia 

j . . . *  . . . . . . . 

Swine  Fever 
;  Inflammation 
Injury  &  Bruising 
Decomposition 
Dead 

j 

•  Jaundice 

Immaturity 

Erysipelas 

Gangrene 

j  Oedema 

;  Septicaemia 

1  Septic 

Cysticeroosis 
i  Bovis 
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CV 
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1  i  1  1  I  !  1  1 
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1  1  t 

1  1 
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i 

1  c*  1  1 

Cystic 

Johne*s  Disease 
Pneumonia 
]  Peritonitis 
Pericarditis 
Emaciation 

| 

I  Fever 
:  Angioma 
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Abscesses 


Cirrhosis 
(Di stoma 
Hepaticum) 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT 


19  5  9 


Although  the  year  showed  a  record  amount  of  sunshine  ( 1851* 6  hours), 
the  highest  since  1949  (1892*1  hours)  and  well  above  the  10-year  average 
of  1629. 9. hours,  the  rainfall  was  comparable  with  1958  (31.87  ins),  1957 
(31.15  ins),  and  the  10-year  average  of  32.25  ins.  February  and  September 
were  the  driest  months  with  ,27  ins  and  ,31  ins  respectively,  February 
having  the  lowest  since  1956  (.17  ins)  and  September  the  lowest  (apart 
from  1910  =.15  ins)  since  records  were  started  in  1882.  June  (l.l6  ins) 
also  had  the  lowest  fall  since  1951  (.73  ins).  No  rain  was  recorded  in 
February,  Miy,  July  and  August  on  23,  21,  22  and  19  days  respectively, 
but  at  no  period  was  there  an  Official  drought”  of  15  consecutive  rainless 
days.  A  ’’drought”  did  occur,  however,  in  September,  which  had  20 
consecutive  days  without  rain,  the  amount  which  did  fall  during  the  month 
fell  on  two  days  only,  21st  and  25th.  March,  April  and  November  had 
their  highest  falls  since  1951  (3.99  ins),  1953  (3.51  ins)  and  1954 
(5.16  ins)  respectively.  December  was  the  wettest  month  with  5.88  ins. 

This  is  the  highest  for  December  since  1934  (8.14  ins).  Rain  fell  on 
25  days  during  the  month.  During  the  thunderstorm  on  June  24th,  .27  ins 
rain  fell  in  30  minutes,  while  1.50  ins  fell  in  approximately  Ig-  hours 
during  the  storm  on  August  11th,  and  for  the  whole  day  1.95  ins  was 
recorded,  the  highest  daily  total  since  August  9th,  1946  (2.03  ins). 

September  and  October  were  the  two  months  with  sunshine  records. 
September's  245.8  hours  was  the  highest  this  century,  and  the  first  time 
September  had  exceeded  200  hours  sunshine.  The  total  for  October  was  the 
highest  since  1921  (150.4  hours).  Of  the  other  months,  February,  IMirch, 
April  and  December  recorded  sun  hours  below  the  10-year  average.  A  total 
of  15.2  hours  on  June  14th  was  the  highest  daily  total  for  the  past  35 
years.  In  fact  15.0  hours  has  only  been  recorded  on  approximately  six 
occasions  during  this  period.  August  18th  also  had  a  high  daily  total  of 
13.2  hours*  This  amount  has  not  beon  recorded  since  August  14th,  1954 
(also  13.2  hours). 

Several  months  during  the  year  had  high  maximum  temperatures.  July, 
August  and  November  recorded  the  highest  since  1955,  while  February  (6l°) 
and  September  (80°)  had  their  highest  maximums  for  11  years  and  10  years 
respectively.  During  the  first  10  days  of  October,  a  temperature  of  70° 
and  over  was  recorded  on  8  days.  This  record  has  only  been  exceeded  in 
October,  1921,  when  of  the  first  10  days,  only  ong  was  below  70°.  The 
average  maximum  temperature  for  this  period  is  55  to  65°.  October's 
highest  maximum  was  78°,  the  highest  since  1921  (81°). 

For  the  first  time  since  1939  (apart  from  1957)  the  minimum 
temperature  in  Mirch  remained  above  freezing  point.  April,  July, 

October  and  December  had  their  highest  minimum  temperatures  for 
several  years*  On  the  other  hand,  September  had  its  lowest  minimum 
(37°)  since  1948  (35°).  In  the  past  48  years  a  minimum  temperature 
of  40  or  over  in  October  has  occurred  on  three  occasions  only  - 
1930,  1938  and  1959. 

Ground  frost  which  occurred  on  21  days  during  January  was  the 
highest  in  that  month  for  the  past  7  years.  The  9  days  of  Fog 
recorded  in  February  is  well  above  the  average  for  the  past  7  years. 
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10  a.n.  Sumner  Tine 

Incomplete  owing  to  Grass  Minimum  Thermometer  being  out  of  order  for  a  few  days 
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